bU GLNtKHL LUUNSLL 


iU = bl i'-ob3-3529 


HUG 19 ’ 93 


9 = 13 No .005 P .0 


G~ to &■€_ 


* 


i’HTJHSDAY. AUGUST m 1993 


Judge In King beating ease 
defends officers’ sentences 


UJK TIMES 

LOS ANGRJJ^TTjsI^^^ 

•Jiwge John G. Davies, whose 2Vi- 
.vear prison sentences for Officer 
Laurenee M. Powell and Sgl. Stacey 
0. Koon have come under sharp 
criticism in some quarters, defended 
Jus sentences in a rare interview yes- 
terday. 

1 he application of ( lie guidelines 
is a very complicated process, and 
the search for a just result was my 
entire mission,” Davit® said. 

“T did my best to be fair.” 

Davies, who has turned down 
do 2 ens of requests for interviews 
about the ease, said he agreed to dis- 
cuss the matter only because he be- 
lieves many people have misunder- 
stooti his rationale for the sentences 
he imposed, lie spoke to the Los An- 
pies Times and te The Sentinel, a 
Los Angeles publication distributed 
primarily in the African-Amcriean 
community. 


Much ol the Sentinel interview 
was devoted to issues related to fed- 
eral sentencing guidelines, but. Da- 
vies did briefly address the subject 
of police brutality, “It think it needs 
to be abhorred,” Davies Lok) the Sen- 
tinel in an interview to be. published 
today. “It needs to be eliminated, 
and the system has to do everything 
possible to eliminate it.” 

In both interviews, Davies de- 
clined to discuss details of the sen- 
tences he handed down against the 
two Los Angeles police officers re- 
ferring instead to tin; M-page wrjt- 
ten memorandum that explained hifl 
reasoning. But he said one issue has 
been widely misunderstood: how the 
actions of the victim, Rodney G. 
King, affected the setili ?n«e. 

It was Davies' sharp criticisms of 
King's behavior on the night of the 
incident - King had been drinking 
and had resisted arrest - that 
sparked much of the heated reaction 
to his sentences. 
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to go to Afghanistan 


ir Dm cleric to go to Af- 


ieik Abdel-Rahman would 
’ two other countries, but 
in. 


munists in Afghanistan, hut 
have denied it. 


both he and the CIA 


Immigration authorities said deportees 
usually sent to the country from which they 
tered the United States. 
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proceeding, the govern- 
■y of deportation. We have 
’ government whether ho 
ieave for Afghanistan and 
answer,” she said at the 

that two of his sons were 
■udeen Muslim resistance 
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batik Ai)finl-Rahm:tn carne from fiJuda 
] But since ht; is mi fcgyptfcm cation, ant 
lies say he might be sent, there, where he : 
almost certain imprisonment. 


The Egyptian government has asked the Unit- 
ed States to extradite Sheik Abdel-Rahman. 

Nelson said she is concerned for her client be- 
cause Of his poor health. He suffers from diabetes, 
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CIA to release 
J FK death data 

W ASHINGTON - The CIA said 
yesterday that it was releasing 
about 23,000 pages of previously se- 
cret documents related to the 1903 
assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy as part of a major govern- 
ment disclosure. The amount being 
made available by (lie Central Intel- 
ligence Agency, which is believed to 
have as many as 300,000 pages on 
the case, was a disappointment to re- 
searchers, (Reuters) 

21 are Injured 
in factory blast 

TNBTITUTI'J, W.Va. - An explo- 
it sion and fire at a pesticide factory 
injured 21 people yesterday and 
forced thousands to stay indoors. 

The fire at the Rhone Poulenc Ag 
Co. was brought under control with- 
in two hours, company spokeswoman 
Janet Vietorsnn said. The blast oc- 
curred in a unit of the plant that pro- 
duces the pesticide Larvin, company 
spokeswoman JJnunfe McCarthy 
said. The 460-acre piant also pro- 
duces methyl isocyanate, the chemi- 
cal that killed 3,000 people in 1 984 
fUter a leak in Bhopal, India. That 
chemical is produced elsewhere™ 
the piant and was not involved in 
yesterday’s fire, company officials 
said. (AP) 
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